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MECKLENBURG COUNTY 
Land Use and Environmental Services Agency - Code Enforcement 

 

Code Interpretation 
SUBJECT: 

TRADE: 

REFERENCES: 

NUMBER: 

Public Way Definition  

Residential Building 

2018 NCRC - Section R310.1 & Chapter 2.  

RBCI-18-002 

 
CODE:   

• R310.1 Emergency escape and rescue opening required. 

Basements, habitable attics and every sleeping room shall have not less than one operable emergency escape and 

rescue opening. Where basements contain one or more sleeping rooms, an emergency escape and rescue opening 

shall be required in each sleeping room. Emergency escape and rescue openings shall open directly into a public 

way, or to a yard or court that opens to a public way.  

• [RB] PUBLIC WAY. Any street, alley or other parcel of land open to the outside air leading to a public 

street, that has been deeded, dedicated or otherwise permanently appropriated to the public for public use and that 

has a clear width and height of not less than 10 feet (3048 mm). 

 
INTERPRETATION: 
 
Per R310.1 egress openings shall open directly into a public way, or to a yard or court that opens to 

a public way. In addition to the code’s public way definition, MCCE will consider some private 

elements as part of the public way when they are permanently appropriated for public use.  These 

include:   

1. Egress access easements through private property. They must be recorded, permanent, 
transferable and cannot allow the construction of any permanent barriers that may block the 
egress pathway. This would include fences, sheds, room additions, etc.  
 

2. Private streets in a gated community that allow unrestricted access to emergency 
responders. (i.e. knox box). 

 
3. Private yards, courts, alleys and community open spaces that have a legal egress access 

agreement or are deeded to the public. The agreement must be permanent, transferable and 
cannot allow the construction of any permanent barriers that may block the egress pathway. 
This would include fences, sheds, room additions, etc.  

 

 

 



 

Page 2 of 2 

 

MECKLENBURG COUNTY 
Land Use and Environmental Services Agency - Code Enforcement 

 

 

 

 

Legal agreements and deeds need to be approved by MCCE’s legal counsel before project approval. 
Legal review fees may apply. 

 

APPROVED BY: 

 

____________________________________            __________ 

Jeff Vernon  

Building Code Administrator, MCP, CBO                      Date 

vernojd
Stamp

vernojd
Text Box
11/15/2018











 

 

 

 

 

Residential Building Code Interpretation 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SUBJECT:  R302.2.1 – Brick and stone exterior wall finishes projecting over property 

lines on townhomes.  

REFERENCES:   NCRC 2018 – R302.2.1  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

QUESTION: 

 

Are exterior wall finishes such as brick veneer or adhered stone allowed to project from fire-

resistance-rated separation walls on townhouses where there is a stepped roof or a wall offset 

condition?  

 

ANSWER: 

Yes, but only for the width of one masonry brick or one piece of stone. This includes any lintel 

used to support the brick or stone.   

 

Townhome buildings with roof and/or wall offsets are often designed with the property line 

between two townhouses aligned along the exterior sheathing side of the fire-resistance-rated 

wall that separates them. As a result, brick or stone exterior wall finish materials and the lintel 

that supports them may end up projecting over the property line between the two townhouses.  

 

Per Mecklenburg County Code Enforcement’s interpretation, exterior brick and stone wall 

finishes and the lintel that supports them are allowed to project over the property line between 

two or more townhouses for the width of one brick or one piece of stone, since these materials do 

not increase the fire hazard to the adjacent building.  

 

In fact, this practice may offer other benefits such as simplified framing layouts, simplified water 

protection details and possible additional fire protection. (e.g. brick may potentially add one hour 

of fire protection – see attached) 
  

APPROVED BY: ____________________________________            2/26/2020 

Jeff Vernon                                                                      Date 

Building Code Administrator, MCP, CBO                       

  

 

Mecklenburg County Code Enforcement 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Given the Fire-resistance ratings from Section 722.4.1 of the NC Building Code (pasted above) which are 

based on the thickness of the brick; and given that the typical dimension for the narrowest clay brick as 

shown on the graphic on the next page is 2.75”, it would appear that a 2 ¾” brick could achieve a 1 hour 

fire rating.   

Additionally, considering that adhered stone is typically made of concrete or actual quarried stone, the 

supposition would be that adhered stone products would achieve at least as much fire-resistance rating 

as clay brick.  
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